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while Satan himself proudly proclaims his own fiery and
passionate power. Then comes the temptation. Satan
mocks at Adam's passivity, and taunts him with being good
for nothing but prostrations and worship. With vigorous
eloquence he incites him to discard the static goodness of
heaven and to come forth into a creative life of struggle and
daring endeavour, of restless desire and action. Adam does
come forth, and instead of the fixed life of the angels,
chooses to carve out a world for himself. On coming out
of Paradise, he is conscious of the deep change. New
beauties are seen, new desires sensed, and he is alive to the
vast potentialites open before him. The final scene of the
poem shows us Adam's defence on the day of Judgement It
was necessary for Adam, for the full development of his
personality, to fall prey to the fascination of the material
world, and by submitting to it, to conquer it. He is not
ashamed of his sins, his straying from the path of * virtue *
while he searched for dominion over nature. But he is
exultant in his achievement: boldly he recounts how by
dynamic desire and never-ceasing effort he has subdued the
universe of matter and made it subject to his mind and will.
Thus Iqbal has come a long way from the accepted
Islamic moral attitude* In his view, the goal of humanity is
not submission but supremacy. The chief end of man is to
be the Vicegerent of God on Earth.
Theologically, although Iqbal was no theologian, he
wrought the most important and the most necessary revo-
lution of modern times. For he made God immanent, not
transcendent. For IsISm, this is rank heresy ; but for to-day
it is the only salvation. The revolution of immanence lies
in this, that it puts God back into the world. Iqbal's God
is in the world, now, with us, facing our problems from
within, creating a new and better world with us and through
us. Religion is life. And life, this mundane material life,
is religious. The present world, of matter, time, and space,
is good. " All is holy ground "u. The hadlth at once brings
Muhammad himself to endorse this radical reversal of
ascetic dualism : " As the Prophet so beautifully puts it: